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unesco

To all Permanent Delegates
and Observers to UNESCO

cc: National Commissions for
UNESCO

The Assistant Director-General 5 March 2026
For Priority Africa and External Relations a.i.

Ref: SC/PBS/RIE/26/1604
Sir/Madam,

The quantum technology revolution is advancing rapidly, with global investments
exceeding USD 55 billion and transformative implications for computing,
communications, sensing, and scientific research. At the same time, a significant
‘quantum divide” is emerging: more than 150 countries still lack national quantum
strategies, and participation remains uneven across regions.

Building on the momentum of the International Year of Quantum Science and
Technology (IYQ 2025), and in line with UNESCQ’s mandate to promote inclusive
scientific development and international cooperation, | am pleased to inform you of the
launch of the Global Quantum Initiative (GQI) (2026—-2030), under the umbrella of the
International Decade of Sciences for Sustainable Development (IDSSD).

Conceived as an open, collaborative platform, the GQI aims to advance quantum
science and technology in ways that are inclusive, ethical, and aligned with sustainable
development priorities. It will serve as a structured framework for dialogue, capacity-
building, and international cooperation, bringing together Member States, academia,
industry, scientific unions, development partners and civil society.

The Initiative is guided by five strategic objectives:

Advancing quantum education and strengthening institutional and human capacity;
Building sustainable quantum infrastructure and enabling resource sharing;
Advancing public awareness and societal engagement;

Strengthening international cooperation through science diplomacy;

Fostering responsible quantum innovation and anticipatory governance

Developed in partnership with leading international actors from the scientific, diplomatic,
and industrial communities, the GQI reflects a shared recognition that frontier
technologies must be accompanied by equitable access, coordinated governance, and
meaningful participation by developing countries.

UNESCO remains firmly committed to supporting Member States in strengthening
national capacities, facilitating regional and international cooperation, and ensuring that
quantum technologies contribute to sustainable development and shared prosperity.

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
7, Place de Fontenoy 75352 Paris 07 SP France
T:+33 (0)1 4568 10 00
WWW.LINesco.org




Member States are invited to actively engage in the Global Quantum Initiative and
explore opportunities to contribute to and support its implementation, in line with national
priorities and capacities. UNESCO welcomes expressions of interest from governments
and relevant institutions to collaborate, share expertise, support capacity-building efforts,
or explore partnership arrangements under the various modalities of the Initiative. The
Secretariat remains available to provide further information and to facilitate discussions
on possible avenues of engagement.

Should you require any further information or wish to explore engagement modalities,
Ms Amal Kasry, Chief of the Basic Sciences, Research, Innovation and Engineering
Section (a.kasry@unesco.org), remains at your disposal to facilitate follow-up
discussions.

Please accept, Sir/Madam, the assurances of my highest consideration.

o

\. [
Mohame E(farnawany
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From IYQ to the Global Quantum
Initiative (GQI)

The quantum technology revolution, with global
investments exceeding $55.7 billion, promises to
transform computing, communications, sensing, and
scientific research. However, a critical "quantum divide” is
emerging; over 150 countries lack national quantum
strategies, and Global South participation remains
severely limited.

Building on the legacy of the International Year of
Quantum Science and Technology (IYQ 2025), UNESCO,
together with Member States and partners, is launching
the Global Quantum Initiative (2026-2030) as a shared
response to this challenge. Conceived as an open
platform for dialogue, cooperation, and capacity building,
the initiative invites governments, academia, industry,
and civil society to co-create a Global Quantum Agenda,
ensuring that quantum technologies are developed
inclusively, ethically, and for the common good.

Five Strategic Objectives

<

1. Advancing Quantum 2. Building Sustainable

Education and Strengthening Quantum Infrastructure
Institutional and Human and Enabling Resource
Capacity Sharing

Py
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3. Advancing Public
Awareness and Societal
Engagement

4. Strengthen International
Cooperation through Science
Diplomacy

= Quantum Innovation and

' ’ 5. Foster Responsible
‘S Anticipatory Governance

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF
Quantum Science
and Technology
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Global Quantum Initiative’s
Founding Partners:
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The African
Academy of Sciences
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Learn more about UNESCO’s
Global Quantum Initiative:

Contact us to get involved:
1¥92025@unesco.org

Our vision: A world where quantum technologies are
developed responsibly, shared equitably, and contribute to
sustainable development for all nations and communities.

unesco

Closing the Quantum Divide:
UNESCO’s Global
Quantum Initiative

Exploring the Foundations for
a Global Quantum Agenda
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mglonal consultations.

« Build strategic partnerships with key stakeholders
across science, policy, and industry

» Launch pilot projects in education, remote access,

and policy dialogue

Phase 2: Expansion and Validation (2027)
Scaling what works and shaping the global framework.
« Expand successful pilots across regions
+ Develop a Zero Draft of the Global Quantum Agenda
. Test implementation tools and establish regional
quantum hubs

Phase 3: Consolidation and Launch Preparation (2028)

From proof of concept to global commitment.
. Finalise and seek endorsement of the Global
Quantum Agenda
« Institutionalise governance and delivery mechanisms
« Assess impact and prepare for the 2030 global launch

° Indicative Resources: $3.6M over three years

o Expected Impact
50+ countries directly impacted, 1,000+ quantum
professionals trained, 20+ policy frameworks created,
sustainable partnerships, UNESCO leadership in $100+

billion quantum economy.

odesign the Global Quantum Agenda t‘hrough‘ :

How to Get Involved

Participation in the GQl is flexible and may take different forms,
depending on partners' capacities and areas of expertise. These
engagement options apply across partnership modalities.

0 Programme and Strategic Support

« Flagship Co-Investment: $500K-1M / year

« Programme Support: $200K-300K/ year

« Targeted Support: $50K-100K per initiative
Supports regional hubs, education platforms, policy
coordination, pilot projects.

o Technical and Knowledge-Based Support

« Computing or infrastructure access
+ Expert time, teaching, research inputs
« Content, translation, or communications support

Q Partner-Led Initiatives

Partners fundraise for their own initiatives that directly
advance GQI strategic objectives. These contributions
count toward GQI collective impact, while funds remain
with the partner.

Flexible Engagement Pathways for New
Initiatives

UNESCO recognizes that organizations at different stages of
development have different capacities. For new initiatives
joining as Programme Partners or Contributors, we offer a
flexible, scaling engagement model:
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